
From Nebuchadnezzar to Richard the Lionheart 



Nebuchadnezzar, the 
King of The Neo- 
BabylonIan Empire,  
destroyed ancient 
Ashkelon in 604 B.C.E.

Pots smashed and broken during 
the 604 B.C.E. destruction of 
Ashkelon.

The area of the market 
destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar 
was later used as a dog 
burial ground.

Sitjula, an object 
used in religious 
observances during 
this period.



Cleopatra fled to Ashkelon and 
tried to raise troops after 
fighting with her brother for 
control of the Egyptian throne. 
Cleopatra lived in the 1st century 
B.C.E.

This is one of only three 
known coins depicting 
cleopatra.

The area where the 
Cleopatra coin was found.

Oil lamp.



Herod the Great, 
rumored to have been 
born in Ashkelon, built a 
palace for Augustus.

Augustus never lived 
in the palace.  He 
gave it to Herod's 
sister Salome.

We don't know where the palace was located.  
We have never found any evidence of it. 
Ashkelon was part of the Roman Empire from 
the 1st century B.C.E until 330 C.E.



Abd al-Malik took a real interest 
in Ashkelon, a port city on the 
Mediterranean Sea which was 
controlled by the Byzantine 
Empire. He strengthened the city's 
fortifications and encouraged 
retired soldiers to settle in and 
around the city by giving them land. 
Ashkelon was part of the Islamic 
empire from 640 C.E. until 1153 C.E.

A gold dinar

An Arabic inscription dating to 
the Islamic period.

A gold belt or collar



Richard the Lionheart 
reached Ashkelon in 

1192 and spent 
several months 

refortifying the city.  
He destroyed the 

newly rebuilt walls in 
a treaty he made with 
Salah al-din (Saladin) 
which paved the way 
for his return to 

England.

A crusader period bowl. The 
Crusaders were in Ashkelon 
from 1153-1187 and again in 
1192 and finally the 1240s. A crusader coin


